POLICY FOR TEACHING READING

“Happy are we who journey together in faith and love.”

Our Christian vision, deeply rooted in Christ’s teaching, the Beatitudes, embraces and enriches all aspects of school life. Our nurturing ethos, committed to promoting a child-centred philosophy and development of the whole child, is firmly based on our core Christian values, as we all journey together in faith and love.

OVERVIEW 
It is our intention that our children will leave us as fluent and confident readers. We strive for our pupils to develop a love of reading and for them to be able to use their skills to discover new facts about things they are interested in. During their time with us we wish to equip our children with all of the reading skills needed for them to become independent and motivated life-long learners.

The first stage in helping children to become confident readers and enjoy books is teaching them the key skills that they need. Our philosophy will be driven by the determination that every child in this school will learn to read regardless of social and economic circumstances, ethnicity, the language spoken at home and any special educational needs or disabilities. 

INTENT
1. For children to develop a love and appreciation of reading that will continue to give them pleasure for the rest of their lives.
2. To achieve very high standards in reading as exemplified in our whole school progression map.
3. To apply a very rigorous and sequential approach to the teaching of teaching reading, phonics and spelling.
4. To have in place diligent, concentrated and systematic teaching of phonics so that it is central to children’s success in the early stages of learning to read and to support this with a wide range of other strategies for teaching pupils to read.
5. To have in place diligent, concentrated and systematic teaching of spelling rules from phonics phase 6 into Key Stage 2 so that it is central to children’s success in learning to read and to support this with a wide range of other strategies for teaching pupils to read.
6. To use high-quality and expert teaching and resources in the teaching of phonic knowledge and other essential reading skills.
7. To adopt a consistent but progressive approach to teaching reading throughout the school.
8. The quality of formative assessment and the interaction that stems from this will make an important contribution to learning.
9. For the teaching of reading to be an intrinsic element of our Christian Vision in school as we “Journey together in faith and love.”
IMPLEMENTATION

1. All children to receive daily phonics/spelling lessons linked to writing and reading. In Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 (first half term) – Daily phonics sessions are based on the Jolly Phonics programme.  From Phonics Phase 6 to Year 6 – Spelling rules including common exception words, prefixes and suffixes linked to writing and reading are taught through the Read Write Inc Spelling Rules programme to ensure consistency and progression in all year groups.
2. Regular opportunities for 1:1/small group reading to develop fluency and understanding of texts.
3. Effective provision for those who are struggling to keep up will be put in place early and there will be high expectations of what all pupils should achieve. Children who are struggling to read will be given individual or small group support which will be carefully attuned to overcoming barriers to their phonological development.
4. Text level objectives delivered through the use of high quality resources in whole class teaching. The whole school sequence for teaching such objectives is as follows (based on The Power of Reading philosophy):
· Opportunities for children to carry out pre-reading research tasks to ensure they are in a position to fully understand the text.
· Immersion in the text and opportunities to develop understanding through comprehension and word-level activities. Children are given lots of opportunities to read aloud, talk about the text, complete drama tasks and explore vocabulary within the text.
· Children apply their reading skills and use the text as a tool to model and practice their writing skills.
· Children evaluate and reflect on what they have read and produce independent pieces of writing linked to the text type they have studied.
· Children share independent writing in a variety of ways to a wider audience to develop speaking and listening skills.
5. Reading skills are consolidated and developed further across all aspects of our Learning Challenge Curriculum and RE work e.g. as a tool for research, to follow instructions and to explore scripture in holy texts. Reading is also an integral part of our rationale to ensure that during their time with us all pupils have the opportunity to be: a hero, a responsible citizen, a culture seeker, a creator, a performer, a team player, a health expert, an adventurer, an eco-warrior, a neighbour, to be aware and an inspirational child.
6. The school works in partnership with parents to endeavour that pupils also learn to read at home. This is done by sending home age-appropriate books that reflect the sounds that the children are learning in school. We also allocate age-appropriate books for children online to assist parents in supporting their child to learn sounds and ask appropriate questions about the books studied. Parental workshops are run in school to offer support and advice regarding supporting children with their reading at home.
7. The assessment of pupils’ progress in reading and their phonic knowledge and skills will be frequent and detailed to identify quickly the pupils who are failing, or in danger of failing, to keep up with their peers.
8. Children are encouraged to develop a lifelong love of reading as teachers endeavour to make story time in all classes engaging. The library and classroom book corners are kept tidy, well-stocked and inviting.
IMPACT
The development in reading is a top priority for our children. Teaching reading will be the central strategy in developing children’s literacy. They will develop all the key elements of word recognition, decoding, recognising the link between letters and sounds that will leading to understanding of meaning and language comprehension. We expect children to be able to access and enjoy age-appropriate texts and if they can’t support will be provided as a matter of urgency to accelerate progress. In this school our ambition is that all children become confident and enthusiastic readers.




[bookmark: _GoBack]Date: 17.8.2021 Adopted by the governing body………………Signed CoG………………..Date to be Reviewed……………
   

